
Defense Verdict in Head On Collision – May 7, 2010
Case:  Tafoya v. Krishan -- Case No. 26-47836

Court:  Napa County Superior Court 

Counsel for Defense:  Peter J. Hirsig of the McNamara Law Firm

On October 4, 2008, plaintiff, Jody Tafoya was traveling on State Route 128 in Napa County.  Her husband, plaintiff John Tafoya, was a passenger in her car.  The Defendant Manikam Krishal was traveling in the opposite direction when the two vehicles collided.

The plaintiff’s accident reconstruction expert placed the point of impact to be within the plaintiff’s lane of travel.  The defendant Krishan admitted that he swerved into the plaintiff’s lane, but claimed that was a result of the plaintiff first crossing the double yellow line, coming into his lane.  Defense counsel claimed the plaintiffs’ accounts of the accident were inconsistent when comparing their initial statements to the investigating offices and their deposition testimony.
Plaintiff John Tafoya claimed chest trauma, sternal tenderness and abdominal and chest contusions.  He sought recovery for $36,478.66 in medical expenses.  Plaintiff Jody Tafoya claimed injuries to her neck, thoracic spine, shoulder, chest and arms.  She sought recovery for approximately $8,600.00 in medical expenses and $960 in lost wages.   Plaintiffs’ total demand was $119,000.00.
After five days of trial, the jury voted 12 to 0, returning a defense verdict, awarding the plaintiffs nothing.
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