
Defense Verdict in Wrongful Death Case – January 20, 2010

Case:  Stringer v. City of San Pablo, 07CV03544

Court:  United States District Court, Northern District

Counsel for Defense:  James Fitzgerald and Noah Blechman of the McNamara Law Firm

On May 29, 2009, San Pablo Police Officer Mark Galios attempted a traffic stop after he observed two male occupants driving recklessly.  A vehicle pursuit ensued, beginning and ending in the City of Richmond.  Officer Perino joined Officer Galios during pursuit.  The driver of the vehicle, Melvin Hardnett, stopped or crashed the vehicle and he and his passenger fled on foot in opposite directions.

The officers chased Hardnett and both officers engaged in a physical altercation with Hardnett which drew a crowd of onlookers.

Plaintiffs contended that Officer Perino raised his firearm during the altercation and fired one close-range shot at Hardnett after being directed to do so by Officer Galios who was losing the struggle with Hardnett.  Hardnett died as a result of the shooting.  Witnesses claimed that Hardnett had stopped struggling before the shot was fired.

Defense counsel, James Fitzgerald and Noah Blechman, countered that it was the officers’ contention that Hardnett violently resisted arrest.  They also contended that Hardnett attempted several times to grab Galios’ firearm.  There were witnesses that made this claim also.  The officers contended that Hardnett was under the influence of cocaine at the time of the incident.  They were in fear for their lives and deadly force was necessary to stop Hardnett’s violent resistance.

After three days of deliberation, mostly related to read backs, the jury rendered a verdict in favor of the defense.  Plaintiffs had previously demanded several million dollars to settle the case and the defense made no offers to Plaintiffs.
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